
 
 

 
 

February 21, 2018 
 
The soul of a state is reflected in how its elected officials in the state legislature actively support public 
education. As Mark Twain once said, “...out of the public schools grows the greatness of a nation.” It is 
with great concern for the state of Georgia and the future of public education that we must alert parents 
and citizens of the state legislature’s ill-conceived and untimely plan to divert public tax dollars to private 
schools. 
 
Currently, the state legislature is considering passing a bill, H.B. 482 
(http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/20172018/173965.pdf), that would allow state funds to be placed in 
a student bank account and let parent(s) choose how to spend them based on a list of qualifying education 
expenses, including private school tuition, tutoring or the purchase of instructional materials. The bill 
would allow up to 50 percent of the annual amount to be used for educational purposes until the student 
reaches age 22. In short, your tax dollars would be taken from your public school district and placed in 
someone’s bank account for “expenses” that could include postsecondary educational needs if we don’t 
act now. 
 
Why should you be concerned about this proposed legislation as a parent or supporter of public 
education? There are five reasons why this is a threat to your public school district:  
 

1. There is no accountability associated with the proposed expansion of school vouchers. Taxpayers 
will never have any information about the effectiveness of the funds.  

2. The development of this additional Georgia voucher program is at the expense of your child’s 
public school district. The state legislature is refusing to fully fund public education. Instead, the 
legislature is allocating much-needed funds to this experimental program. 

3. The legislature has the revenue to support public schools, but has blantly decided to instead fund 
tax credits. Legislators are refusing to invest in public education (see H.B. 918). 

4. The Quality Basic Education (QBE) funding formula has not been fully restored since the state 
implemented draconian austerity reductions in 2008-2009.  

5. This measure will cost the state additional money and send more taxpayer dollars to the private 
sector than to public schools.  

 
The Clarke County School District is in opposition to the expansion of school vouchers in Georgia. The 
district is united in this stance with the Georgia School Board Association, the Georgia Association of 
Educators, the Professional Association of Georgia Educators and the NAACP. Most importantly, we are 
aware that our teachers and students in Clarke County do not have enough state funds to support our 
classrooms. We will not idly stand by while available state funds are whimsically invested in a risky 
program designed to harm public education.  
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What can you do to stop this bill from harming your Clarke County School District student(s)? We 
encourage you to do the following: 
 

1. Call your legislator now. Please access the contact list for your local legislators here. 
2. Write your legislator. Please see this sample letter that you can sign and send to your legislator 

(or feel free to personalize).  
 
Thank you for your support of public education. We appreciate the fact that you are staying informed and 
remaining engaged in the issue of the funding for your public schools.  
 

 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Demond A. Means, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools  
Clarke County School District  
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Clarke County School District 
Government Relations Committee 

Frequently Asked Questions — House Bill 482 
 

1. What is House Bill 482?  
 
The proposed bill continues to expand the voucher program in Georgia by allowing state funds to be 
placed in a student bank account and letting parent(s) choose how to spend them based on a list of 
qualifying education expenses, including private school tuition, tutoring or the purchase of instructional 
materials.  
 
2. How would the House Bill impact my child(ren) in the Clarke County School District?  
 
The proposed bill diverts state funding from teachers and students in the Clarke County School District 
and places that money in the hands of private schools. The proposed law undermines the importance of 
public education and weakens our state’s commitment to the millions of children whose families have 
chosen public education.  
 
3. What does the research say about the academic impact of voucher schools?  
 
Stanford University researcher Martin Carnoy released a study in 2017 highlighting that school vouchers 
are not a proven strategy to improve student achievement. The research shows that voucher programs in 
places like Washington, D.C., Louisiana and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, have not yielded an improvement of 
academic achievement. Why would the state legislature adopt educational policy that would remove 
money from the classrooms in districts like Clarke County to support a documented policy and financial 
failure like school vouchers?  
 
4. What can I do as a concerned citizen?  
 
You are encouraged to write, call or visit your local legislator. Please access the contact list for your local 
legislators here. 
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